A new species, Balaustium biscutalae sp. n., from the southeast of Spain is described and illustrated. It was captured in two different sampling sessions from the semi-desert area in the province of Almeria, Andalucia. The new species is easily differentiated from all the other species of the group by the presence of two pairs of scutalae on the scutum instead of three.
Introduction
In the subfamily Balaustiinae Grandjean ten genera are known: Balaustium von Heyden, 1826, Mypongia Southcott, 1961 , Pollux Southcott, 1961 , Bursaustium Haitlinger, 2000 , Palenqustium Haitlinger, 2000 , Guatustium Haitlinger, 2000 , Italustium Haitlinger, 2000 , Fozustium Haitlinger, 2005 , Lomeustium Haitlinger, 2006 and the recently described Moldoustium Haitlinger 2008 (Southcott 1961 Haitlinger 2000a Haitlinger , b, 2005 Haitlinger , 2006 Haitlinger , 2008 .
Even though the genus has had a confusing taxonomic history and the actual number of species is difficult to assess (Halliday 2001) , we have gathered information on 33 species distributed throughout the world, with species in Australia, South Africa, America (North, Central and South), Europe and Asia. Unfortunately, not all of the stages and the correlation between the adult stage and the larval of the species are well known. The larval stage of 15 species have been recognized and for only 4 of them the adult or deutonymph has been described. For the larval stage, seven species from Europe have been described, four from Poland (Haitlinger 1996) and one from Corsica (Grandjean 1947); two species from South America (Peru and Argentina) (Haitlinger 2000a (Haitlinger , 2005 , one from Central America (Guatemala) (Haitlinger 2000b) and two from North America (Mexico and USA) (Welbourn & Jennings 1991; Haitlinger 2000b) were described. In addition, one species from Africa has been described (South Africa) (Meyer & Ryke 1959) , two from the Canary Islands (Haitlinger 2004) , one from Iran (Saboori 2001) and another from China (Haitlinger 2006) .
In Spain, three species belonging to Balaustium have been captured on the islands, but they are only known for their larval stages: B. florale Grandejean, 1947 from Mallorca (Balearic Islands) which is very common on the island and it is also known from Corsica (France) (Haitlinger 2002) , B. barloventensis Haitlinger, 2004 and B. malpaisesensis Haitlinger, 2004 both from La Palma (The Canary Islands) (Haitlinger 2004) . All of them were collected on different species of plants.
Larvae of Balaustium were most often collected from plants and therefore we do not have much information about the host that the members of this genus parasitize. Only B. wratislaviensis Haitlinger, 1996 from Poland was collected parasiting different species of vertebrates Talpa europaea L., 1758 (Soricomorpha: Talpidae), Pipistrellus pipistrellus (Schreber, 1774) (Chiroptera: Vespertilionidae) and Parus major L., 1758 (Passeriformes: Paridae) (Haitlinger 1996) .
In the present work, two larval specimens from two different locations in the southeast of Spain (in the same area in the Iberian Peninsula) were captured in systematic field samplings. Now, these larvae are reported as a new species belonging to the genus Balaustium.
Material and methods
The specimens were collected using pitfall traps. All the measurements and illustrations were made after the specimens were cleared in 50% lactic acid and mounted on slides in Hoyer's medium. After the mounting media dried, the coverslips were sealed. All the illustrations were made using a Leitz Laberlux D microscope with a camera lucida attached. The terminology and abbreviations are adapted from Grandjean (1947) and Southcott (1961) . All the measurements are given in micrometers.
Balaustium von Heyden, 1826
Balaustium biscutalae sp. n.
Description (Figs 1-6 ). Dorsum with 95 barbed setae ( Fig. 1) . Scutum with 2 pair of scutalae at each side of the crista and located in the antero-median side of the scutum (AL and ML). PL missing from the posterior part of the scutum. One pair of sensillae in the anterior part of the scutum (AM) and another pair in the posterior part (S). Both pair of sensillae (AM and S) with fine setules along its whole length. One eye, 23 µm in diameter, on each side of the prodorsal sclerite and without ocular sclerites (Fig. 1) . 
Character
Holotype Paratype  Character  Holotype  Paratype   IL  289  345  Cx I  39  42  IW  184  239  Tr I  32  22  AM  33  36  Tf I  42  44  S  61  57  Bf I  42  40  AL  24  18  Ge I  75  71  ML  24  23  Ti I  74  75  AW  33  31  Ta I  60  60  SBp  11  16  Cx II  47  53  SBa  13  11  Tr II  28  17  L  6 7  7 8  T f I I  3 7  3 3  ISD  56  49  Bf II  33 Ventrally and between coxae I and coxae II, a pair of long setae 1a and 2a, barbulose. Between coxae II and III 26 barbed setae. Between and behind coxae III 53 setae (Fig. 2) .
Gnathosoma with nude galealae and hypostomalae. Palptrochanter and palpfemur each with one seta, both setulose. Palp genu with two barbed setae and tibia with three. Palpal tarsus formula: NNNNωζ. Tibial claw entire with a median tooth (Figs 1-3 ).
Legs formula: segmentation formula: 7-7-7. Leg I: Ta-1ω, 1Cp, 1ζ, 22B; Ti-2φ, 1κ, 11B; Ge-1σ, 1κ, 8B;Tf-5B; Bf-4B;Tr-3B; Cx-1B ( Fig. 4 ). Leg II: Ta-1ω, 1Cp, 1ζ, 18B; Ti-2φ, 11B; Ge-1κ, 8B; Tf-5B; Bf-4B;Tr-3B; Cx-1B (Fig. 5 ). Leg III: Ta-20B; Ti-1φ, 11B; Ge-8B; Tf-5B; Bf-3B; Tr-2B; Cx-1B (Fig. 6 Etymology. The new species epithet is derived from the two pair of scutalae on the scutum that are unusual and different from the three pairs present in the other species of the genus.
Differential diagnosis. In the subfamily Balaustiinae 10 genera are known. The genus Balaustium is differ-entiated from the other genera in the subfamily by fn Cx (1-1-1), fn Tr (3-3-2), one palptrochanteralae, three palptibialae and the presence of a pedotarsalae with a pulviliform rod (Southcott 1961; Haitlinger 2008) . The specimens studied in the present work from the south of Spain follow those characters, and they are included in the genus Balaustium.
The 15 species described from larvae included in the genus Balaustium are typically divided in 2 groups (Haitlinger 2000 (Haitlinger , 2006 : (i) idiosoma with the scutum present (9 species) and, (ii) idiosoma with the scutum absent (6 species). Balaustium biscutalae sp. n. belongs to the group of species having dorsal scutum. However, all the species with scutum present are bearing three pair of scutalae. It is possible to differentiate B. biscutalae sp. n. from all the other species already known because it bears two pairs of scutalae on the scutum instead of three. While the rest of species have on the prodorsal sclerite AL, ML and PL (in addition of the 2 pairs of sensillae), PL scutalae has migrated out of the scutum towards the eyes in B. biscutalae sp. n. (Fig. 1) . This is the second larval species belonging to this genus that have been captured for the Iberian fauna.
Key to the Balaustium species of the world with dorsal scutum present. 2 fn φ 2-1-2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3  -fn φ 2-2-2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 3 Palpal setal formula 6-3- 2-1-1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .B. soydani Haitlinger, 2000 -Palpal setal formula 7-2- 2-1-1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B. innocentae Haitlinger, 2006 4 fn Bf 4-3-2 . . . . . . . . . . . B. minodorae Haitlinger, 2000 -fn Bf 4-4-2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .B. medardi Haitlinger, 2000 -fn Bf 4-4-3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 5 fn Tf 5-5-5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 -fn Tf 6-6-5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B. kendalli Welbourn, 1991 -fn Tf 5-5-4 . . . . . . . .B. barloventensis Haitlinger, 2004 6 Palpal setal formula 6-3-3-1-1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B. malpaisesensis Haitlinger, 2004 - Palpal setal formula 6-2- 4-1-1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B. brunoni Haitlinger, 2005 
